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Happenings 

 Amazing Grace 
 
 

During this season of thanks and giving the staff at Harvest House Ministries took some time out to be 
grateful for the many gifts this ministry brings to our lives.  The first Friday of each month, staff gather for 
lunch to share a meal in fellowship and talk about how our ministries are reaching out to those most in 
need.  Stories race around the table and we are all reminded of Gary and Linda’s vision and how God con-
tinues to lead us in service.  This past month we were blessed with a wonderful story from Joy Moss, our 
assistant in Good Neighbors Dental. 
 
Joy comes in early to greet our patients and is often found sharing her grace with people most in need.  A 
new patient came in complaining of terrible tooth pain.  She helped him fill out his paper work and then 
took him in to triage the problem.  He needed some work done on a tooth but more importantly, she dis-
covered  that his blood pressure was very high.  Joy walked with him to Good Neighbors Primary Care 
where a doctor was able to provide much needed healthcare.  As he left with our blessings, Joy gave him a 
little card with a scripture verse on it. 
 
Later that day, the patient came back in.  He said he had never been treated with such kindness and that he 
had been going through a very difficult time in his life.  He asked her about the scripture she gave him and 
then said, “I would like to know your God.”   
 
Joy’s patient has found a safe place full of caring hands at Harvest House.  In addition to caring for her 
patient in Good Neighbors, Joy has connected him with Tim Martin at the New Hope Education Center to 
talk about opportunities for education and more conversation about how God is working in both their 
lives. 
 

Joy, and the entire Harvest House team were reminded that we never know when God will use us to 
touch a life, showing God’s grace and walking together in His name. 

 
Please remember Harvest House in you annual/planned giving.  With your support, more than 14,000 indi-
viduals are offered a hand up in our community each year. 
 

Through Christian service, our dedicated staff and volunteers help the  
working poor...hardworking families who struggle to meet basic needs. 

After paying rent, utilities, and filling the gas tank, there is not much left 
for medical bills, clothes for their kids, or spiritual connection 

 
Your support goes directly to these families through our vital community missions. 

 
Please send your gift today toward our 2019 Annual Appeal 
and help us show God’s love in The City of Good Neighbors. 
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This fall a mission team from Epic Church visited Harvest House to share their vision for community out-
reach. The group had just returned to WNY from a mission trip to Kentucky where they were inspired to be 
God’s hands and feet in their own community. 

Mike and Bev Ventura and Katie Chadwick shared with us that the team from Epic Church was challenged to 
complete a poverty simulation. They were given $15 and asked to purchase toiletries for a family for 2 weeks. 

Families living in poverty often struggle to make ends meet. Things like soap, deodorant, toilet paper and fem-
inine products are expensive and often fall off the grocery list. The team struggled to make tough purchasing 
decisions, stretching their budget to provide for just the basic needs. 

The poverty simulation exercise inspired the team to think about ways they could help families living in pov-
erty. They were further inspired when they were shown a “Blessing Box,” learning about a unique model for 
community service. 

A Blessing Box is a small, often homemade structure where people leave donated goods for others to pick up 
anonymously. Located in a common area, people fill the boxes with items that help those in need—everything 
from non-perishable food to toiletries. The concept is, “Take what you need, leave what you can.” 

When the team from Epic Church returned to WNY they set about building some blessing boxes and visited a 
number of community-based organizations looking for homes their new ministry. After visiting Harvest 
House’s Baby & Children’s Ministry they were excited about blessing our families in need. 

Each week, members of Epic Church collect toiletries. They pray for our families in need and then come to 
visit our ministry to fill the Blessing Box.   
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Thank you to the following churches and organizations 
who have participated in, or are participating in, our 
Bottles for Babies™ campaign this quarter, including: 
   

St. Benedicts, Snyder 
 John Newman Community,  Williamsville 

Contemporary Club of Clarence  
North Presbyterian Church 

Holy Trinity Church, Dunkirk 
First Lutheran Church, Blasdell 

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 264 
 

          
To all the churches and individuals who support this 
campaign, thank you for your support. It is your sup-
port that allows us to purchase the socks, underwear, 
coats, boots, pack ‘n plays and so forth that we buy for 
the 4,200 children who use the Baby and Children's 
Ministry.  
 
  
 
    
 

Bottles for Babies™  Welcome to new staff 

member, Kenny Dudak 

Kenny was hired to help at the retreat cen-
ter and what a help he is.  Doing everything 
and anything that is asked of him. Kenny 
also works in the Baby and Children’s 
Ministry on Thursday afternoons and Sat-
urday mornings. He is married to Beth, 
who works in the Baby and Children’s 
Ministry, and has a son Vincent and a 
daughter Alyssa.  Kenny worships at Caza-
novia Baptist Church where he volunteers 
in the children’s ministry as a youth leader. 
 
Kenny says his goal is to help and serve as 
much as he can. 
 

 

A special THANK YOU to members of 
Epic Church for blessing us with your call 
to service and with a Blessing Box 
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Harvest House is thankful this season for our vol-
unteer servant, Najieb Ramadhan.  Najieb reached 
out to us about a year ago asking if he might be-
come part of our giving community of volunteers.  
Najieb is a neighbor, living right around the corner 
from our Jefferson Avenue location.  He said he 
had retired and was looking for something to do to 
give back and keep his spirits up. 
 
Najieb worked for many years in the community as 
a maintenance worker at a local church and at Mid 
Erie as a peer counselor and in client support.  
“God was calling me to do something so I reached 
out to you.  I knew there were good people at Har-
vest House and I wanted to be part of what you are 
doing in this community,” he said. 
 
Najieb comes to Harvest House several times each 
week to help our maintenance coordinator, Scott 
Crowe keep up with caring for our facilities.  He 
has a ready smile and a willing attitude and encour-
ages everyone he meets to, “Have a Blessed Day!”  
He says his work at Harvest House keeps him, 
“Busy with the Lord.” 
 
We are blessed to have Najieb’s hands and feet 
serving the Lord and being blessed in return.  “I’m 
grateful for all the friends I’ve met at Harvest 
House,” he said. 

Our Harvest House team is happy to welcome Dar-
win Rosales as our new Housing Director.  
 
Darwin will be helping us implement a grant from 
the City of Buffalo to assist individuals with chronic 
illness find housing and support services. Dar-
win comes to us with a wealth of experience. He re-
ceived his Masters degree from SUNY Buffalo and 
is bilingual in both English and Spanish. Recently he 
was an MST therapist (an evidence-based therapy for 
at-risk youth) for Catholic Charities.  
 
He has also worked with BestSelf Behavioral Health 
as an integrated counselor for people with mental 
health and/or substance abuse and The American 
Red Cross as a Transportation/Housing Coordina-
tor.    
 
Darwin will provide crucial housing and transporta-
tion advice to our students, clients and patients.  
Welcome Darwin! 

Welcome to 

Darwin Rosales 
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It is an extraordinary blessing when you can be vulnerable and encouraging with people you see daily. It  builds 
deeper relationships, interaction, and connection while also making you feel more understood. I think this is the 
essence of the joy I have received from connecting with students this year through their faith. I have gotten the 
opportunity to pray and worship with some of the students and through that, I have been able to share in their 
struggles and victories. It first started when the nursing class asked me to start praying before their tests. They 
know that God is listening and cares about their success. Now I am always reprimanded by the students when I 
am not in my office before a test and therefore am not able to pray with them. In addition to the prayer before 
tests during the past few months, I have started leading a short time of worship twice a week in the chapel. I play 
my guitar and sing while a volunteer or students spend time in the presence of God. This has led to prayer for 
struggles and encouragement between anyone who is in the chapel. Recently I was playing worship in the morn-
ing and a student came in and was praying. She started crying and I asked if there was a difficult situation on her 
heart that we could pray for and I was surprised at her response. She said that she wasn’t crying out of sadness 
but joy. She had just received her first 100% on a nursing test and was so thankful that the hard work had paid 
off. That was exciting news because I knew this student stays after class and always studies a lot. So instead of 
praying for help, we were able to pray to God and praise him for his goodness and his blessing towards her. Stu-
dents don’t always show up to worship or pray with me in the morning but I am always excited on worship 
mornings because I never know what God will do. Sharing in the success with this student encouraged me and 
reminded me why I love God and try to love others as he does. It provides so much sustaining joy!  
            Tim Martin 

What do you want for Christmas? 

  So many of you have asked us (since Yuletide’s drawing near)                         
  “What do you want for Christmas?  What can we give you this year?”    
  If we say, “We want nothing!” you buy something anyway,      
  So here’s a list of what we’d like; believe now what we say:     
  Pajamas for a little child, food to feed the poor.       
  Blankets for a shelter, and we ask a little bit more-       
  Perform good deeds and let us know, or volunteer your time.     
  These last are worth a fortune, and they needn’t cost a dime.     
  We have to many things now, vases, candles, tapes and clocks.     
  We have our fill of garments, ties, underwear and socks.      
  Candy is too fattening, crossword books we’ve more than 20.     
  We don’t need trays or plates or cups, and knickknacks we have plenty.    
  We’ve no more walls to hang more pictures;        
  We have books we’ve not yet read;         
  So please take what you’d spend on us and help the poor instead!     
  Just send a Christmas card to us and tell us what you’ve done;     
  We’ll open them on Christmas Eve, and read them one by one.     
  It won’t cost as much for postage as a package sent would do,     
  You’ll need no wrapping paper, ribbons, ink or glue.      
  And we’ll thank God you listened to what we had to say,      
  So we could be the instruments to help someone on his way. 
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Good Neighbors is a unique ministry located in a place where the need is real. Our mission here is to provide 
access to healthcare for the uninsured, underinsured, and working poor. In doing this work, we aim to show 
this community the love of Christ, meet our patients where they are and touch them in a way that is healing 
and helpful. Each one of our volunteers is a blessing to this ministry and furthering the mission we share. 

We are excited to announce that we will have some new hours in Good Neighbors Primary Care! 

As of January 1, 2020, Good Neighbors Primary Care will no longer be open on Friday afternoons, but in-
stead we will be opening on Thursday evenings from 5:30-7:30pm. We are excited about this change as we 
feel that it will better serve our patients as well as open the door to volunteering for more of the medical com-
munity that feels called to serve with us . Please contact Kait at goodneighbors@harvesthousebuffalo.org if 
you or someone you know is interested in volunteering during this new time!  We are so excited for what the 
year ahead holds! 

Good Neighbors Health Care Hours 

 
 Primary Care: 
  Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:30pm 
  Wednesday 8:30-11am 
 
 Dental Care: 
  Monday evenings for dental surgery by appointment 
  Wednesday 8:30am—11am 
  Friday 1:30-4:30pm 
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Giving your time to help others may help you live longer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A recent news article by Brett Arends, columnist for NPR’s MarketWatch, reveals what volunteers at Harvest 
House have known for a long time:  
  

If you want to live longer, try helping other people. 
  

A newly published study looked at the generosity and longevity of more than 3,500 people in their 60s and 70s. 
Dedicating time and energy to others may help us deal with stress by getting us to focus on something other than 
our own troubles, the researchers suggest. If so, that would explain why giving time and energy seems to corre-
late with longer life.  

  

Harvest House is blessed to have more than 200 volunteers serve in our ministries annually. All four of our min-
istries depend on volunteers to serve more than 14,000 individuals each year. Our volunteers directly address is-
sues of poverty, chronic illness, and unemployment; making a difference in our community.   
  

Are you interested in volunteering at Harvest House? Do you know someone who might be interested in joining 
our family of volunteers? 
 

We have three-hour volunteer shifts available in all four of our ministries; Good Neighbors Health Care, Baby & 
Children’s Ministry, New Hope Education Center, and The Retreat Center. Some of our volunteers come weekly, 
others once a month. We’ll work around your busy schedule! 
 

We’re especially in need of volunteers in the Baby & Children’s ministry to help sort clothing or assist clients on 
Saturday mornings. Good Neighbors is in need of dentists, primary care providers, and nurses.  

 
 

We invite you to find the secret to a long, happy life at Harvest House! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Peter’s helps one of our younger cli-
ents in the Baby and Children’s Ministry. 

 Dennis Wesnewski and Mary Beth Moyer  
are always ready to help in  

Good Neighbors Health Care.  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0191886919306002?dgcid=author#bib0029


How to contact us:   
 

Harvest House   
 1782 Seneca Street   

 Buffalo, NY  14210-1895  
                 

Retreat Center & Main Office  716-825-0929 
ltatu@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

admin@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
 
 

Harvest House Ministry Center   
 175 Jefferson Avenue   

 Buffalo, NY  14210-1038 
 

Good Neighbors Health Care    716-856-2400  
GoodNeighbors@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

Good Neighbors Dental Care   716-856-2400 
Goodneighborsdental@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
   Baby & Children's Ministry   716-824-7818 

Babyministry@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
  New Hope Education Center   716-855-0654 

NewHope@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
cmurphy@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

 
www.harvesthousebuffalo.org 
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If you do not wish to receive this publication, please call 
825-0929 or email harvesthousetatu@gmail.com and your 
name will be removed from the mailing list.  If you would  
like to receive the newsletter electronically, please email  
harvesthousetatu@gmail.com. 

 

Next time you shop Amazon please consider 
using Amazon Smile.  By using Amazon Smile, 
a portion of your purchase goes to the non-profit 
of your choice (which we hope will be Harvest 
House.)  It costs you nothing extra. 
 
To look into signing up for Amazon Smile go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com, create an Amazon 
account and follow the prompts from there. 
 
Thank you for considering this fundraising op-
portunity. 


