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Happenings 
 

 

 

Presenting a Night  
at the Theatre 

26th Anniversary Gala 
 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 6pm 
 

Shea’s Seneca Theatre 
2188 Seneca Street, Buffalo 

(Parking across the street at M & T Bank) 

 
Tickets: $100 per person 

 

Silent/Live Auction 
50/50 Split Drawing 

 

RSVP by September 20, 2019 



2 

175 Jefferson Avenue 
716-824-7818 

Our Bottles for Babies campaign had a lot of 
churches and organizations participate in the cam-
paign for the spring and the period between 
Mothers Day and Fathers Day. Thank you to the 
following churches and organizations who have 
participated in, or are participating in, our Bottles 
for Babies™ campaign this quarter, including: 
   

St. Benedicts, Snyder 
 John Newman Community,  Williamsville 

St. Pius X, Knights of Columbus, Getzville 
Immaculate Conception, East Aurora 

St. Jude Center, Buffalo 
Mary Star of the Sea Knights of Columbus 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Hamburg 
Holy Trinity Church, Dunkirk 
Amherst Presbyterian Church 

St. Gregory the Great Knights of Columbus 
St John XXIII, West Seneca 

Queen of Heaven Sodality, West Seneca 
 

          
To all the churches and individuals who support 
this campaign, thank you for your support. It is 
your support that allows us to purchase the socks, 
underwear, coats, boots, pack ‘n plays and so 
forth that we buy for the 4,800 children who use 
the Baby and Children's Ministry annually.  
 
  
 
    

Bottles for Babies™  

 

Abundant blessings 

 

Because of the generosity of you our supporters, 
the offices at Rich Products and Larkinville, and 
the office of  Transit Medical Pediatrics we have 
a wonderful supply of donations to give away. 
 
The clients of the Baby and Children’s Ministry 
are extremely grateful to YOU.  Because of the 
increased inventory we are able to give mom 
enough clothing to last a week instead of a few 
days.  A big difference when you don’t own a 
washer and dryer.  Thank you for helping make 
this possible. 

 
 
A great big Thank You goes out to the folks at  
Bella Kids Consignment Sale who donated so 
many lovely items to the Baby and Children’s 
Ministry. 
 
And a huge Thank You to Dennis, Neil and the 
staff at Expert Moving LLC who supply not only 
a truck but also the manpower to transport the do-
nations from Bella Kids to Harvest House. 
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Go into the world and do well. 
But more importantly, go into the  

world and do good. 

It is not too early to think about holiday 
gifts. Why not give the gift of inspiration 
in the form of Gary’s Corner, the book.  
This 150 page book is a compilation of 
40 experiences and inspirational stories 
over the years straight told as only Gary 
could. The book costs $10 to cover the 
cost of printing and postage.  To order a 
book, send $10 to Harvest House, 1782 
Seneca Street, Buffalo, NY.  14210.  If 
you have any questions, please call the 
Harvest House office at 716-825-0929. 

 

Check out our new Blog! 

 

     Join us for a monthly devotional conversation. 
We’ve started a new Blog on our Website: 
www.harvesthousebuffalo.org and invite you to 
join us online.  
     Tim Martin, Program Coordinator at the New 
Hope Education Center, developed the blog to share 
our thoughts on working in ministry with volun-
teers, staff, and supporters of the ministry.  
     The monthly devotion is meant to refocus our 
work and our hearts on God and his purposes for 
each of us individually as well as for Harvest House 
Ministries.  
     Feel free to share your thoughts about the devo-
tion online throughout the month as a way of en-
couraging one another and sparking important spir-
itual conversation. 

Thanks Tim for your leadership! 

Being good friends with Jack and Luanne Leo, we hear a lot about and think a lot about the good work that 
Harvest House does for families and the community.  One of the ways that I try to support that work is to 
regularly participate in the Bottles for Babies initiative.  Dropping full bottles off and getting new empty 
ones is easy because we live just around the corner from the Leo’s in Clarence. 
 

Now, I might be a bit finicky and proud about this, but I only put silver coins in the bottles I fill – sort of 
like mixed nuts without peanuts.  Jack calls them “quality bottles,” and I like the sound of that.  Every time I 
drop one off to him, I get a letter a week or so later in the mail from Harvest House telling me how much 

was in the bottle.  My bottles usually range from $38-$42.  Since I fill one every three months that means I 
donate $160 or so each year to Harvest House and I feel good about that.  I’m not a big donor but I am a 
steady and faithful one.   

Every year, Jack and Luanne host a Super Bowl party at their home, and Jack creates a devilishly clever and 

fun game for us all to play.  It’s too complicated for me to explain, but one might end up winning a round by 
having on your assigned score sheet the correct answer to the kind of product advertised in the first commer-
cial after half time, or the final song in the half time show.  Prizes are mostly in quarters but some dollar 

bills can be also won.  

 I did quite well this year and asked Jack for an empty bottle in which to put my quarters and dollar bills.  

Once the others heard that—and there were others there with close connections to Harvest House, including 
Mary Miller and Michael Noe—everyone else added their winnings to the bottle.  So it was a silver and 
green bottle that a few weeks later I delivered to Jack for transport.  I eagerly awaited the letter in the mail 

and the total in the bottle—and it exceeded $54—a new high for me.  So it was a collective gesture that all 
of us who were at the party can feel good about because of the fine work it supports.  Perhaps you might 
think of including such a challenge in a party you might be hosting.  It can be both fun for the participants 

and profitable for Harvest House. 

Having fun and helping Harvest House 

By Bob Poczik 

http://www.harvesthousehouse
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Harvest House Welcomes Eric Vona  

Our Harvest House team is happy to welcome Eric 
Vona as our new Care Linkage Coordinator. Eric 
comes to us through a collaborative grant with Kaleida 

Health/Youth Link, the New York State Department of 
Health and The AIDS Institute. Eric joins our Commu-
nity Health Specialist, Marissa Sims to assist in imple-

menting our community's Be PrEPared initiative, 
providing comprehensive and supportive services for 
minority youth and young adults who are at risk for 
HIV, STI's, substance abuse, sexual abuse and youth 

experiencing homelessness. We welcome Eric as part 
of our community of caregivers who provide sexual 
health education, risk reduction counseling, HIV & STI 

testing and treatment, specialty medical care, care co-
ordination, referral and linkage and treatment adher-
ence support. Our Be PrEPared initiative is recognized 

state-wide as being successful at reaching out to young 
minorities who live in Buffalo's poorest neighborhoods 
who are historically under-represented in linkage to 

healthcare. Before joining us at Harvest House, Eric 
was a care coordinator for Kaleida’s Health - Oishei 
Healthy Kids where he provided linkage between pa-

tients and health providers to promote better health and 
wellness. Eric is a graduate of Daeman College with a 
Master’s degree in Public Health with a focus on com-

munity health. During his education he studied com-
munity health education, assessment, planning, imple-
mentation, and evaluation of community programs, 

advocacy, and epidemiology.  

Our new shed 

Built by the construction class  
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175 Jefferson Avenue 
Buffalo, NY  14210 

716-855-0654 

New at New Hope 

       Construction Trades students put their new skills to use  
at Harvest House 

 
Thanks to a collaboration between Harvest Ministries, Buffalo Public Schools Adult Education Division, and 
716 Ministries, construction trades students got a hands-on experience at the New Hope Education Center this 
summer.   
 
Seven students, graduates from 716 Ministries’ Work Readiness Construction Core program at New Hope, put 
their new skills to work this summer building a storage building for Harvest House. The project was complet-
ed quickly and professionally and is a huge blessing for Harvest House. The new building will be used for 
storing maintenance equipment and other supplies. 
 
The class completed the majority of the construction on the new building during three short weeks, participat-
ing in all aspects of the building process. The team worked really well together in order to finish the project 
efficiently.  
  
The construction class was taught by certified instructors who teach the nationally recognized NCCER 
(National Center for Construction Education and Research) Core Curriculum and Introductory Craft Skills. In 
addition to classroom experience, each 716 trainee is paired with a personal mentor who journeys with them 
throughout the program and beyond. The program is broken into three stages:  

 
Stage 1: Soft Skills training and mentoring, 
Stage 2: NCCER National Certification in 8 construction modules. 
Stage 3: Hands-on training. 
 
With this level of training and support, those successfully completing the program are becoming job-

ready. Graduates earned NCCER certification which will help them land their first jobs in the construction 
field. Thanks to a grant obtained by Harvest House for the building project and the generous donations by 
Jack Leo, Gary Blum, and Tony Diina, the students were able to add actual hands-on experience to their 
NCCR credentials.  

 
716 Ministries plans to offer future construction programs at new Hope to individuals from Buffalo’s 

east and west sides, asylum seekers, refugees and anyone 18 years of age and older seeking a career in the 
construction trades. 

 
The New Hope Education Center helps adults living in poverty get the training and support they need 

to secure living-wage jobs, enrolling 1,300+ students annually.   
 
The next Construction Core program begins mid-September. 

For information on entrance to the Construction Trades Program, contact: 
716 Ministries @ 716-828-8681, www.716ministries.org 

Or, Buffalo Public Schools Adult Education, www.upskill.org 
 

http://www.716ministries.org/
http://www.upskill.org/
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175 Jefferson Avenue 
Buffalo, NY  14210 

716-856-2400 
 

   

something to smile about 
                                                        by Lynn Ryan, Dental Coordinator 
 
It is with deep sadness that this is the last time I will write “Something to Smile About!”    I will be leaving  
Good Neighbors Dental effective immediately to finally join my husband in the world of retirement!   
Words alone could never express the love and gratitude that I feel towards all of you.  You have shown me how 
dedication, teamwork and a passion for doing the Lord’s work can change a community.  Your support has been 
a blessing in my life and to more people than you will ever know!  I’m leaving but I am not saying goodbye.  I 
hope to see all of you in the coming months as I return as a volunteer.  

 I am thrilled to announce that Joycelyn “Joy” Moss, a pre-dental volunteer has been hired as the new Dental Co-
ordinator.  She came to us as a volunteer a couple of years ago while she was attending the Dental Assisting pro-
gram at ECC.  Her passion for helping, teaching and direct patient care is second to none.  Her enthusiasm is in-
fectious and she is simply a “Joy” to work with!  I know you will all make her transition as smooth as possible. 

You all have a very special place in my heart and I hope to see you at our annual fundraiser in October. 

          Hugs and blessings, 

          Lynn 

 

 

Lynn Ryan and Joycelyn Moss 
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Anniversary Celebration 
 
The gifts for the silent auction are coming in and we are gathering  a good selection.  Wouldn’t you love a beautiful 
Dooney & Bourke handbag, or a leather purse from Wilson’s Leather.  Need a new watch?  We have two, a snazzy 
Citizens and a water resistant, movement wound Equ watch.  How does a night in a local hotel sound?  Or dinner at 
one of the many restaurants who donated gift cards or certificates?  Maybe culture is your thing and you would like 
a family membership to the Buffalo History Museum or Botanical Gardens.  Like Theater?  We have tickets to the 
Irish Classical Theater and Musicalfaire Theater.  We even have passes to the BPO, Sonneberg Gardens, the Rock-
well Museum, and the Martin House.  Tired after all that activity?  There is  a SPA package!  We also have a lot 
more restaurants and entertainment options for you to choose from.   
 
BUT to make the night even more successful we need more.   Need ideas?  How about dinner and movie or a one-of
-a kind piece of jewelry.  A gift certificate to your favorite salon or flower shop would make some ones day.  A day 
on the field or the rink would put a smile on any ones face - Go Sabres, Bills, and Bulls.   And lets not forget the 
youngsters and young at heart.  A pass to the Zoo, Darien Lake Amusement Park, Fantasy Island or the Science Mu-
seum is sure to put a smile on  the lucky winners face.  Ask your favorite establishment for a gift certificate.  I’m 
sure you can think of something.  We appreciate all donations and thank you in advance for helping to make this 
year special. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteers Needed for Anniversary Dinner 
 
 

Can you help us the night of the dinner?  We will need help signing people in, selling tickets, delivering gifts, and 
helping at the end of the evening.  The event historically last from 6pm –9pm.  To offer your invaluable help call 
Lynn in the office at 716-825-0929 x 302 or email Admin@harvesthousebuffalo.org. 



How to contact us:   
 

Harvest House   
 1782 Seneca Street   

 Buffalo, NY  14210-1895  
                 

Retreat Center & Main Office  716-825-0929 
ltatu@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

admin@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
 
 

Harvest House Ministry Center   
 175 Jefferson Avenue   

 Buffalo, NY  14210-1038 
 

Good Neighbors Health Care    716-856-2400  
GoodNeighbors@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

   Baby & Children's Ministry   716-824-7818 
Babyministry@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

  New Hope Education Center   716-855-0654 
NewHope@harvesthousebuffalo.org 
cmurphy@harvesthousebuffalo.org 

 
www.harvesthousebuffalo.org 

 

 Harvest House  

 1782 Seneca Street 
 Buffalo, NY  14210-1895 
 
 Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit NO. 2693 
BUFFALO, NY 

 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please call 
825-0929 or email harvesthousetatu@gmail.com and your 
name will be removed from the mailing list.  If you would  
like to receive the newsletter electronically, please email  
harvesthousetatu@gmail.com. 

 

Do you shop at Amazon?  Do you know about Amazon 
Smile? 
 
By using Amazon Smile, 5% of your purchase is donat-
ed to the charity of your choice.  It costs you nothing 
extra and if you choose Harvest House of South Buffa-
lo, it benefits our mission. 
 
To sign up for Amazon Smile, go to https://
smile.amazon.com, create an amazon account and fol-
low the prompts from there. 
 
If you are already an Amazon customer, sign in to your 
account, go to “Account & Lists.  Scroll down to the 
“Other Programs Tab”.  Choose “Change your Chari-
ty”.  Search for Harvest House of South Buffalo Inc. 
and select when prompted. 
 
Whenever you shop at Amazon, you have to sign in 
and make your purchases through https://
smile.amazon.com for the donation to occur. 
 
Thank you for your support! 


